. did not limit the sum we were prepared to
. centribute to religious purposes, but was esti-

" estimated.
laws of New South Wales were made applicable

. it can create but little surprise that too much ig-

" England.

-advances towards tlie establishment of our own

. tion, to the Chureh Act of New South Wales,
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penditure for religious purposes. Now the go-
vernment is bound to contribute, in certain pro-
portions, to the stipends of ministers.” We put
down in the estimates simply what we imagined
we sh uld be called upon to pay. That amount

mated at what we supposed we might be
called upon to grant. I regret that the estimate,
small as it was, is much below the amount
called for, . :

The Colonial Secretary.—The amount claimed
was less by one half than that which we had

The Attorney- General.—No wonder.  The

to this colony by a mere stroke of the pen; and
norance with regard co those laws, prevailed in

this colony, as a great proportion of the inha-
bitants had been oniy accustemed to the law of

The Governor.—We are vow making rapid

laws, more suited to the circumstances of the
settlers in this colony.  Asa proof that many
parties are ighorant of the law as it now stands, 1
may mention, that when in Port Nicholson, I
referred Mr. M*Farlane, and a respectable depu-
tation of Presbyterians, who applied for informa-

The motion that the blank in the seventh cléus'e]

regards the sum to be set apart for religious pur-
%, from the estimated revenue of the year was
ut, and carried uninimously, - - T
. On the motion of the Colonijal Secretary, it
was ordered, that the Bill be read a third time oR.
Monday, January 31, 1842,

The ¢¢ Licensing Bill” was read a first time, and

ordered to be read a second time on Wednesday,
February 2, 1842,

The Governor laid on the table, the * Har-
bour Regulations’ Bill,”” which was ordered to be

read a first time on Monday.

- Council adjoutned to Monday, January 21,
1842, . '

Monday, January 31, 1842,

The Council met pursuant to adjournment.
Present—All the Members; His Exceilency
the Governor in the Chair, '
The Minutes of the previous meeting having
been read and confirmed,— ,,
Mr. Porter presented a petition from certain
parties deeply interested in the settlement of the
question regarding Claims to Land, and which he

‘begged might gow be received and laid on the

table, ,
The petition having been laid on the table

accordingly,— :

Mr. Porter moved that it be read, prior to the
discussion on the second reading of * The Lapd
Claims® Bill.,” : S

- The Attorney-General.—I now move the order

of the day for the third reading of the * Churck

Extension Bill.”—The Bill was read accordingly

and passed,

Th. petitim; from certain inhabitants of Auck-

e filled up with the words ‘* one-seventh,” as | land, presented by Mr. Porter at the last sitting
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of Council, was:then rea, jn apébrisuee with tha
 otders of the day. M AN o
Mr. Pogter moved ywethe. patitlon which he
had, a shoxt time agdyinid on tha table he now
read. He would ngt sy that he ap roved of

the same tirge, the alteration will not interfere
‘with the principle of ‘the bill - the quantity culti~
vated not bein:, in any case, I believe so great as
to enable ‘the setdleys ta form townships. My
attention has been called, by one of the petitions

) the whole of it; bus.-bs_ the wording .9[ was un+ réad before the Coutcil, to tl-e.circumaanc_e that
exceptionable, he wamAcgirons of he-peti-| no. provision iss-besn medeinithe, bill. for the
tionerh an oppoTLunIvE ok ApERKI tRémaelves. | guidunee of Commiiysionéts, in conducting their

enquiries. [t wil be fiecessary fur the Members’
of Council to bear in mind, that it was pever in«
tendéd to interfere with the principles on which
the investization of Land Claims- has beon con-
ducted. These principles have received the ap-
proval of Her Majesty’s Governmznt, and will
continye to guide the Commissioners in deciding
upon the qlaims remaining to be hearde As to
the quantity of land to be granted in each case,
nothing is more obvious than that it is utterly im-
possible to comply with all the demands of the
wetilers, many of whom have alleged that they have
purchased tracts of Jand so extensive as, if con-
‘Srmed, would be exceedingly detrimental to the
community.  On this point, however, this Go-
vernment had no option. 1 was instructed to
apply the same rule to private claimants, as was
agreedl to by the Home Government, in regard to
{lpnds yrehased by the New.Zaalanl Company.
Y The r ge is, that whére the p|1’rch$e§ of land are
to tha: confse prapseit, but is will.cer- Lproved, befora the Commissiphers-of ¢ laims,sto
. tajnly be a waste of time 10 read that part of the | be valid, four acres are to be miwarded for every
- letter which has alveady been read_before the | pound. sterling expended in such purchase.—As
) eam&wmmmm cas . | regards the rights of iadividid) ctadbaots, there -
Thie letter, which was very lengthy, was thew ‘re provisions in the bill before the Goupeil, which
read. . . . Tﬁn“m #pPlY tpdgl;q[ Ns(;v Zepland Cogmpa'ny.,
. oved fi 'Maby of the lands c aimed are 30 situated as, if

o Mokt o then moted % ¢ 1o i the hands of private ndividusls, would
. e Governor.—Before the Bljl comes under terfere with the successful colonization of thess
enr_consideration for a second reading, 1 deem islands, It is deeme_d esseth‘al, also, that, as

it desirable to offer a few remarks upoh it. 1f| mugh as ossible, the formation of very small

* we had consulted our own ease, we should not seitlements, and the dispérsion of the population,
liave impased upon ourselvee the Jabor of devistag | #hall be prevented. With this view it 1s proposed
‘the measure’ now muder your copsideration for that, wpder certala re ulations, and with excep-
setiling the very difficult question of the Claims. "°"~‘.PFPV“‘¢" for in the bifl, cial;’namsl shall not
to Lard in this country, It was evident however, {JeMAE 15 permanent ppsies_t_sm; % the lands now
tg prery membar of the Government, that, con- occupied by them ; but that t enl mbgr of :,;res
sistently with the interests of the claimante: to whizh they are entitled shall beselected in
themselves, no less than with the successful colo- § SEYtain. districts, viz,—the Bag ‘;‘ I}!!and-" Ho-

“ mazation of the’ country, that the provisions of kianga, and on the baoks of the. ‘amaki. A
the New South Wales’ %ill could not be earried choice will also he %vef‘ for se.lectl,on in the

" into operation, and that, if no other means were suburbs of towns, 1ne boundaries of these se-
adopted, years must clapse beforethe termination veral d,\_stncts are s.et f:orth in schedules annexed
of the iy, Under the op eration of that Bill, to the bill, Provision is furt’hgr made for Native
" perhapa the children of the present claimants | T%€TVes) to be chosen by the P(;°t'f°:§? of Abl°ﬁ
T ok L e e L o
With regard to lands on which sawing and
whaling stations have been established, or where

) Eonth Wi han hetré - | considerable money and labour has been expended
ﬁgiﬁ&e c::::ﬁ?g;:: ::;n ;;lee}:!:r(; ;f,t:,;&: io_cultivation, 1am willing to prevent, as far as
of the Government.. In some of its detaits it will-be possible, dissatistaction and injury, by ‘acquiescing
fond o diffey from the plan origtoally proposed | I the introdgction of a clauge for granting {enses
in wy opoing Address. Insicad of granting} } such parties, for a term tiat way be deemed
" Jensed to 1hé clatmants of so muek of -the jand so ?9”‘“"1;’ 'tﬁk%?, into consideration, at the same
i i '+ is mow pro- | tiRe, the pecuhar j  of the € '
- p““"v-"‘i‘i,d.-é’&f“&é“’xo‘; ttm@:";e;?: ‘{’,::., 15 addition 1o the three distrivty whicli the Go-

T Auedv. - Tlis wilt be secqivee by the settler ‘vergment have dgtermined to set & art for satis-
a8 a modification of the original plar; while, ut‘

My. Earp seconded the motion, which was
carsied unanimously, and the petition was read,
TThe concluding paragraph stated, that their sen-
timents had been well expressed in a letter ad-
dressed to His Excellency the Governor by Br,
Martin, and which letter, they requested, might
be also read as an addenda t{-«thc' own petitions

The Governor.—1 have ho. dbjeation to the
reading of the letter, although it is irregular in

Legislativg Assemblies ta occpy the time which

ought tq be gtherwise emp! ed, with long docu-
xﬁu%’ts gnbod”yin"g the seﬁti:'r‘yems of ‘priva;ge indi-’
viduals, the arguments and illustrations in the
petition, and those conveyed in thé letter ‘being
exactly the same L.

Mr. Porter.—It is a subject of very great im-
wmeg and, as the letter may, possibly, throw
some additional light upon it, 1 catinot see any
objédfion to its_gefn‘gg regd: 0
The Attorney-Geqera\.—-E@q not make any

<<<<<

“

s

2

gupy as much time as an inquity into the righit
* of @ claimant to 20,000 acres. - The plan now!
%xgpnse_ d for your consideration in liew of ‘the

ar position of g ‘Government,

fying the land cleiriants, it has Yeen proposed to
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that a fourth settlement should
t Cooper, for the claimants of
land in the Middle Island. At first the plan ap-
peared feasible ; but, after giving the subject
‘muck censideration, and viewing it in all jts bear-
inge, I deline to comply with the suggestion, I
~-“deem thatiile:course tuppesthd Wotld 1ibe b 'ar
honcuralile one to pursye. Port Cooper contains
in tg vicinity, a large quantity of the best land to
.be found in the colony, and to form a settlement
there would not be fair either to the New 2 aland
~Company, who are colonizing that part of the
country, under the sanction of Her Majesty’s
Government, or to the colonists themselves at
Port Nicholson or Rlind Bay. To those settle-
ments, in their preseat infant state, I think it
-wouid not be fair to set up a rival settlement,
whieh would be the pase if the Government were
8t present to form a settlement at Port Cooper.
There is, alsq, this further objection to the adop-
tion of the suggestion of forming a settlement at
“Poit Cooper.  Even if T were disposed to accede
to it, T am not by any means sure that that dis.
triet has heen validly sold to the claimants by the
‘natives, or that they are willing to sell it to the
Government, [ shall now leave the considera-
‘tion of the bill to the Council. Iu the situation
~in which I am plaeed, it would not become me to
enter into debate on t

‘ he subject. I might make
Femarks which tle oth

er Members of the Council
- might not . feel themselves at liberty to. answer
" with the same freedom, as they would do if pro-
"ceeding from any other

member, I shali, there-
fore, now leave any discussion that may arise upon
the bill, to the other me

mbers of the Government,

. The Colonial Secretary.—I now move the Or-

- der of the Day far the second reading of the*‘Land

. Claims’ Bijl.” 'y beg, at the same time, to offer o
few observations on jt

$ geperal principles, and to

explain briefly fome points, which do not appear
!0 have been generally understood, When the
-subject was first brought before the Council at
the commencement of the present session, and
the main p};jecgg of the Bill' were stated in the
. speech of hjs Excelleney the Governor, they ap-
- peared to give general satisfaction; but since the
bidl #self has been made public, some mistrust,
~the cavse of which it js not easy to divine, hag
. ‘prevaijled as to the ultimate intentions of Goyern-
ment, Before entering on the question, I wouid

' beg of Hon, Members to divest their minds of any
prejudice which may have been created by state,

- mepis they have heard elsewhere, and to give the
Goverpment credit for being actuated ouly by a
fesize.o.promote the. general good, in-heir. en-
deavours to bring 10 a close this difficult question,
There is po wish to yrge the premature adoption

. of this bill, either upon Members of Council of
- upon the Colonists, On the coytrary, an oppor.
- tynity of explainipg it fully is desired, and' time
. wil) e Liven for jts deliberate consideration, The
- Government is conscious that, upon your right
. decision mginly depends the future lprosperi!y of
. the colony 3 unless, however, the bill meets with |
- your support, or that of the colonjsts generally, it
- 48 not duiended to persist in carrying ‘it out, The
object of the measyre” proposed is to establish a |
sound system of colonization on g fixed principle,

me, by Mr. Earp,
be formed a; Por
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without which it is clear that this colony ean never
attain that high position, which, fram its geograph-
ical situation, and advantages of soil and elimdte,
it is in the opinion of all persons who have writ.
ten or spoken on the sabjeet, destined to reach,
In establishing this principte, it has beén the aim
"Yoretfeet oy muck-publie good, and to inflict as
‘small an amoust of individual injury, as the ques-
tion, from its eomplicated ‘nature, admitg of, It
was to be supposed that persons, who had specu-
lated extensively in lands, and had formed extra-
vagant expectations, would experience some dis-
appointment ; hut it was hoped that all persons
would be satisfied who would be contented with
a fair return for the outlay of theip eapital, It g
necessary to bear in mind that thig question ought
not only to be eonsidered in referenee to any im-
mediate benefit it may confer, but to ¢he ultimate
advantage to be derived by each individuaj settler,
from  the permanent prosperity of the entire
colony, The bili passed by the Governer and
Legislative Council of New Bouth Wales, daring
the period when New Zealand was a mer
dency of that eolony, was prepar
talent that so emineatly distinguisie
Gipps. His Excellency, however,
far removed from those who were b
vise on this question, could Bot have had an ip-
timate knowledge of the varions and conflictip
interests to be provided for; which indeed could
only be acquired by residin§ amongat its eclonists,
The principal evil of the ew South Wafes' Bjj]
fs, that under ijts provisiens Many years muyst
elapse before claimants can be placed’
8ion of their lands, A
changeable value ean, for the presetit, b
to them, In the abserice, however,
tions from Englaud, the bifl We8 Fe-enacted
at the first session of the Council of New Zealand;
but, upon mature reflection, priaeipally from the
consideration that the Ordinanee could not e
carried out without causing great delay in-the
settlement of the Numerous claime, it has beey
Proposed to substitute the present hill, It is an
admitted truth that the waste lands of she colony
are scarcely of value, until occupied by settlers,
It is population which brings those lands jng,
the market ; and, had it not been for the.arrival
of immigrants, the lands of the old settlers, in
nearly every instance, would have remained at g
merely nominal “value, and searcely an jindi.
vidual would have been found who would have
deemed himself safe in re-purchasing from ghem,
On the subjeet of the bill now before ths Council,
three petitions have ‘been presented to His Exeel.
feocy the Governor. The one from Kororariks
cannot but have created feelings of surprise, |
know that many of the gentlemen by whom it ;s
signed, are of the highest‘reepectabiﬁ{y, and, con-
sequently, their petition, from being publisheq
before even it was Jaig before the Gouneil, must
have had a mischievoys effect on the public mind,
Itis very deeply to be regretted that those gengte-
men should have taken so hostile 5 Position to.the
Measure new proposed by the Government, before
having obtained a knowledge of its details, The
assertions they hazard appear to have been foyj-
ded on the general outline of the plaw, set forth in

e attached
of any instruc.
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‘His Excellency's speech, and if the bill has since
reached them, they will bave learnt that maoy of
their complaints have been :auticipated. and that,
consequently, much of their opposition had no
just grounds. There is one part of this petition,
however, to which I wish to draw your attention
ANOTC [0 54 R : g
view of the question. The petitioners seem t0
consider : that the Governor of New Zealand has
‘net been sent out to- advance the general benefit
of the settlers—not to carry out a great system of
_colonization—but -merely t0 take care of the
-batives andthe old settlers, who should be-allowed
to retain: ion of .the very large. tracts of
_country to which some of them lay chaim, It is

really matter of regret that the petitioners shouald

Thave been so blinded®y feelings of self-interest as

1o hazard opinions so :much at variance with the

fact, and, 1" may safely ‘leave it to the public to

'determine what weight or consideration is due to

-their judgment. '

.yiew they take, the petitioners have
{rom a despatch of Lord Normanby,

Secretary. . It is very

.the petitioners could imagine

,which they-refer could be applied in fayor pf their
views. A careful veading: of the.whole of that

_despatch would prove to the-old settlers that they

“were therein described in terms not very flattering
10 themselves. - 1t stated that there were amongst

cited a passage
when Colonial
difficult to conceive how
that the document to

xhibits g0 limited -

In further confirmatiop of the |

justice and fair dealing with.which they have hi-
‘ thert> been treated, and know that they can rely
\on being similarly dealt with for the tuture.
\ With regard to the petition of certain inhabitants
*iof Auckland, read to day, I was glad to learn
from its concluding paragraph, that nearly all the
petitioners require, is provided tor in the 19th
clause: . o B ey it
@ Woenever the lands validly sold to any' clajmant, shall
be within any of the districts to be 1aid out for:the selection
of Country Lands, and where the outiay in espeet of such
lands, in accordance with the foregoing rule, shall have
amounted 10 not less than five shillings an acre, such lasius,
at the option of the claimani, shall te confirmed by a grasut
from the Lrowu 1o ihe claunant thereof, which pant shall be.
a full satisfaction 1o the grantée, of all claims arisiog out ul

the purchase of the Jands therein cotnptised.”

Th's clause, i is satisfactory t0 reflect, if con-
sidered impattially, provides for most of the ob-
jections of the petitioners. ‘Fhen, - again, : the
wishes of the petitioners are, in a great measate,
met by the seventh clause, respecting the lunita-
tion of launds to be granted absolutely :—

« All lands which shall he reported to have been in actual
culiivation, or whereon any building shall lrave
been erected on of betore the filth day of January, 1840,
shall be granted absolutely to the persons who shall be found

,em'uled theeto, according to the prowisions of the saul se-
cited Urdinance s Provided that no_graut {0 be. made under
the foregoing provirion, shall comprise aay land situate upon
‘he sea shore, -within one buadred feet of high water mark,
unless such gran! shail be specially authorizedby His Ex-
celluncy the Governor, with the advice of the'"i!

}W&Q{l%&q@‘vi_duﬂs who were either run-
away;saﬂon,'.or&nvfét‘& who had absconded from
.Another petition. ig, if possi-

.penal settlements.
ble, still more imischievous than the one to which

"1 bave already adverted, ‘and the. propogation of |

-such an opipion through the medium of the press,
must have caused general regret. An atteopt is
. made to-mpress upon the minds of members of
‘this Council, and upon the public at Jarge, that
“the native population is not only strongly dissa-
.tisfied with the proceedings of government, but
, eptertain an idea, very generally, since the intro-
" duction of this measure for settling claims to land,
.that they ace%tpfbea}deprived’of their own posses-
' sions. - Than this nothisg can possibly be either
_more erroneous or. mischievous, #nd 1, revert to
this portion of the petiticn with very deepregret,
particularly ason a former occasion, shortly after
the arrival of the; governot in this country, an
_attempt was made by several Jluropeans to instil
into the -native mind feelings of ‘the .same na-
wdre. Those parties were known; and, 1 had
hoped that the injurious and mischievous tendency

of the uttempt had been made so_fully apparent,
Lemps - made 800 Y L yake this.

<ttt wiliid pevsrhiave e CERERG..
opportunity of ‘denying, in the most.
terws, the trath of any such reports.  They have
. nat. the stightest foundation. The. natives are,
. un the contrary,” ly satisfied that no such

intention, on the part of Governmant, ever existed.
- AW the comrunications which ke ,Government
_has received from the natives themselves, and from
. persons best qualified to form 3, correct opinion

on the subject, fully disprove the assertion of the
. petitipners. The. natives do not now, and never
_ did, entertain.an opinion, so far as regards the
_ Goverument, of: distrust.  They have, on the

contrary, ‘sbown;upboa:p‘dcd confidence in the'

Council. Provided also, that no Grant so to be made shall
in apy case comprice 3uy headland, prowontosy, bay, or
island, which may be. required for any purpose of public:
utility, or any land which may be requiced for the site of aoy
towD, or part thereofs ) R

The Council, and the public, could not fail to
see that the clause, in spirit, was s0 framed, as to
prevent the Governor from refusing to grant water
frontages, or head-lands, bays, and. other eligible
sites, unless such were »impetatively required “foc
any purpose of public utility, oF the site of any
town.” .1t was the wish of Government to give
to this part of Her Majesty’s instructions as libes
ral an interpretation as possible ;=10 place would
be reserved, un:ess obviously vequired for ' the
pablic benefit. With respect, also, 10 the districts
to be open for selection by claimants whose lands
might be thus required, it was not intended to sub-
stitute property of little value,
but the stipulated quantity io rich and fertite‘df¥-"
tricts, avoiding the tops of hills, and othe# umeli-
gible sitaations. The third petition presented,
Bas certainly been drawn up with great ability.

unqualified”

It admits the general principle of the bill, but
finds fanlt with some of the details, which appear
1 have been misugderstood. ]t complains that
o adequaté Tostructions Tiave been mude for the
guidance of (he Commissioners; but on reference
to the bill itself it will be perceived that a part
only of the present Ordinance is proposed to be
repealed.” The first clause—the repealing clause—
expressly enacts, that only *‘s0 much of the said
Ordinance as relates to the rule by which the
quantity of land to be granted is to be deter-
mined, and so much thereof as empowers His
Excellency the Governor to grant any part of the
particular land claimed, is to be repealed.” The
details of the present Bill, for hearing and report-
ing on claims to lacd are, therefore, still in force,

“as an equivalént .~



